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full support to the Governing GOTH mission if the latter found it
necessary to recruit outside the Territory. The Committee also pro-
posed 'that the Council should approach the states members of the
League' with a view to facilitating any such requests on the part of
the Governing Commission'. With regard to the costs of the plebiscite
it was suggested that the Governing Commission should contribute
1,000,000 French francs and provide free office accommodation and
railway transport, while the French and Germto Governments should
each advance 5,000,000 French francs and make a further advance,
if necessary, but that the Council should reserve its final decision on
the subject till a later date.

This report and the resolutions which it contained were adopted by
the Council on the 4th June. In the course of the discussion1 Monsieur
Barthou stated that the French Government had never thought of
postponing the plebiscite but that they had considered it necessary
to guarantee the security of all the inhabitants before the date was
actually fixed. There was no question of the Council's right or of the
extent of its responsibility with regard to the extension of these
guarantees to non-voters. He also claimed that, even after the
Plebiscite Tribunal had ceased to exist,' and without any time limit',
the inhabitants 'would be able to exercise a right of petition based
on legal rulings so well established that it had been thought unneces-
sary to reaffirm it in a text. That right would enable them to appeal
to the members of the Council, who in their turn retained their power
to bring such grievances before an international authority.'

The Council appointed Monsieur Victor Henry, Monsieur Daniel de
Jongh and Monsieur A. E. Bohde, nationals respectively of Switzer-
land, the Netherlands and Sweden, to act as members of the Plebi-
scite Commission, and Miss Sarah Wambaugh as its technical adviser.
The first task of the Commission, which took up its duties on the
1st July, was to set up electoral machinery which should be as
free as possible from undue political influence. The eight district
bureaux which were to supervise the main administrative divisions
of the Territory were staffed by neutral officials; and the com-
munal committees, whose duty it was to compile voting registers
in the eighty-three electoral districts, were grouped in such a
way that a neutral chairman might preside over each of them in
turn. The members of these committees were, however, local people
appointed by the Commission on the recommendation of local officials*
The Commission tried not to appoint people who had taken an active
part in the political struggle, and it was satisfied that the technical
1 See League of Nations Official Journal, June 1934, pp. 653-6.